THE   THREEFOLD   INTENTION
There are inward thieves as well as outward thieves, and they are the worst. They are the imperfections of the body we were born into, defects, diseases, poverty, unruly passions, ignorances, misfortunes, and it is especially to those who have fallen by birth among such thieves that all the world should be neighbour, to prevent, to help, to cleanse.
That is what Jesus said.
Yet the Christian world does just the opposite. It is Pharisaic, even worse than the Pharisees whom Jesus hated. Like Paul it does not touch pitch lest it be defiled. It goes by on the other side, and says, cc If he will be so wicked as to fall among thieves, let him take the punishment. If he won't be virtuous, damn him." They themselves are healthy, as they consider, because of some special virtue in themselves. And they think those defects of others and those virtues of their own eternal. It is the Samaritans, the sinners, who do the work of the world, and the Churches who hinder it.
That is the teaching of Jesus as to our duty to our neighbour.
There remains our intention to the World Soul.
What should that be ? He is our Father. We came from him and to him return. We are parts of him. He is ourself. We are incarnated in flesh and temporarily separated, but we must always remember that the apparent separation is an im-